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The Plotter's Warning-piece : ,, 


BRIEF ACCOUNT 


Of the Diſcovery of the 


Plots &« Conſpiracys. 


Sabvert the Eſtabliſhed Government 


+ of the Kingdom, and to 1ntroduce 


Popery and Arbitrary PoWer. 
| ; wiITH 
The manner how they have been detefted and defea- * 


ted, and the Contrivers brought to puniſhment. But more 
largely upon the Late Diſcoverysfor which the Lord Preſton 
and Mr. Aſhton were convitted-of High-Treaſon , and for 
which Mr. Aſhroz was executedat TY BURN. 


wiITH 


- Other things worthy of note, to diſcourage our reſtleſs 
Enemies, and. ſhew them their folly and madneſs in ſuch Er- 
terprizes and Attempts, | 


—— 


——_ 
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The Plotters V V arning-piece,&c. 
S there have been reſtleſs, and uneaſy Perſons in all 
Ages of the Worli, who have Labourcd unaccout- 
| ably to diſturd the Pexce and Tranquility of the 
States, Kingdoms, a:d Provinces, where they havs 


>| lived, ſol think in th4s Age, it appears in great m.aſure, 
| where too many Turbulent, and Repining Spirits, are not 
contented to be at reſt themſelves, but Labour to deſtroy and 

ſubvert the quiet,and eaſe of their fellow Subje&X7x;Ploting, 

Conſpiring, and Contriving Miſchief againſt the* .cabliſked 

| Government we live nnder, not knowing themſelves wha: 
they would have, or be at, Men ſeeking(with the Envious man 

in the fable, their own Ruin, that they may miſchief others, 

| theſe as St. Jude ſays, are no_ Waves of the Sea, Foaming 
ont therr own ſhame, and commonly the hard hand of Juſtice 

makes ſuch publick Examples, leaving them in the end, r0+- 

thing but Repentance, and the folly of pulling their own ru- 

in on their Heads, and undoing, ar.d diſgracing their poſteri- 

ty, and of this kind _ Scotland and Jrelard, have bcen 

| peſtercd, yet many of them, have met a deſerved Fate, the 
Viſcount Dundce, that great Ring-Leader of the Rebels in Scer- 

| land, who occaſioned much Blood ſhed, and .diſolation fell at 

| the Battel of St, Fohnftons, and was Left in Blare-Church, ia- 

| ked and deſpiſeable, to be buried by the Villagers, when he 

| might have lived Peaceably and Quietly to a longer date,and 
many of his Accomplices taken, impriſon'd, or put to flight, 

or baniſhment, ſo that he, not only ruined and loſt himſelf, but 
others : we find in /reland Lieutenant General Hamilton, who 
was ſent unto that Kingdom by King William, betraying his 
Truſt, and taking part with the Enemy againſt his Lawful 
King, was taken and forced to beg his lite at the Battle of the 
Boyne, which for ſo much perfidiouſnels, he could expect om 
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the hands of a Mercifol King, yet he, ſtill remains a Priſoner as 
do many more, as well Earls, Lords, as of meaner Rank, the 
viſible hand of Heaven being againſt th:m. : 

In En-lard a Perſon that had been the Popes Nurcio's Chair- 
man,atrempting privately to liſt, and raiſe Forces for the late 
King,to ſend them into France by the way of Flanders, was dz 
tefted even by a Popiſh Prieſt, to whom he communicated the 
Intreague, and being Tryecd at the 074- Bayly, was found guilty 
of High-Treaſon on a ſp:cial Verdict, and Executed at Ty- 
bourn twice (as we may term it) for the Rope broak with him 
the firſt time, as being a double Puniſhment for each Kingdom 
he ſuppoſed up betray. * 

We ſee what a ſad Misfortune Capt. Creon, has pulled vp- 
on his :& \ by ſceking to diſturb the Peace of this Kingdom, 
in adhering to itsEnemies, having remained a log, Time un- 
der Sentance of Deat!;, 2:4 ſometimes near to it, and no 
doubt the Grave had ſwallowed him vp, er*e this time, had 
he not met with a Merciful Prince, ; . 

Methinks the Fatal and untimely end of Codfry Cref5, for 
going aboard the French Fleer, and Correſponding with them, 
ro the betraying a Country where he lived fo well, in ſuch eaſe 
and plenty, might be freſh in the Memory of our Plotters, for 
too Late he Repented his follys, and at his Execution near St, 
Thomas Waterings, inthe Kentiſh Road, a lictle beyond Kent- 
freer, he warned all to take warning by his {ad and deplora- 
ble end ; but we ſee theſe ſuffice not, for we have ſtance of a 
freſher date of men, that the world looks upon, as Wiſe, and 
Judicious, and whoſe CharaQters one would think ſhould have 
rendered them more-ſolicitous for their honours and ſafety, 
and of theſe we ſhall inſtance ſome lately Fryed, and Con- 
vidtcd at the Seſſions-Houfe in the Old Bayly,as the Circumſtan- 
es occurred at their Tryals, for the better ſatisfaftion of the 


Reader. | 

On Fryday the 16th day of 7amary 1690; Lord' Preſton, 
or Fiſcount Preſton in the Kingdom of Srotland, John Allington, 
and Edmund E/liot, were Arraigned for High-Treaſon, and the 


next day npoh-carneſt requeſt, being appointed for the Type 
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of the Lord Preſton upon the indiftment of High-Treaſon, he 

was irdifted by the Name and Title of Sir Kichard Graham 

Knight, and Mr. 4ſ:0ns T'ryal was put off till Monday : the 

ir. dictments againſt them conſiſted of two parts, The-firit ſet- 

ting forth,that they (meaning the Priſoners) had a Treafona- 
ble deſign, carrying on to depoſe the King and Queen, and to 
ſubvert and alter the Government of theKingdom of Enzland, 
and to raiſe War, and Rebellion in the ſame, &c.which wick- 
cd and traiterous deſign to bring to paſs,they did on the 29th 

of December laſt, meet and conſpire together, with ſeveral 0- 
ther Traytors not yet diſcovered; and further, that they did 
compoſe ſeveral Treaſonable Letters, Memorandums and 
Notes in writing, by which they ſet forth the moſt ecffeCtual 
way and means, how they might dethrone and depole our 
moſt Gracious Soveraign Lord and Lady,the King and Queen, 
deſcribing farther therein, how the affairs of yn Kingdom 
ſtood, as ro its ſtrength, Force, Shipping, Fortificztion, Sea- 
Port-Towns within this Kingdom, Cc. 

The Second part of tls-Indiftment was their zdhering to 
their Majeſtics Enemies, and to that end, that they might ac- 
quaint Len is the French Kirg of the ſame,they did hire a Boat 
or {mal} Vcel, and thereupon did Embarque themſelves to- 
gether, with a Packquet of Treafonable Letters, in order to 
tianſport themſelves into Frarce, agreeing to pay for their 
paſlage, the ſum o! one Hundred pound Sterling, or value,and 
in order to their Treaſonable Voygge, they had: made 
their pallage as far as below Graves-end; but then were Inter 
cepted by Capt. Z;/op, Who was Cruiſing abroad to ſearch 
tor them; and came on board their Veſlel. 

This being the material Subſtance of their. charge as they 
ſtood Indicted,the Evidence forthe King was called and ſworn, 
then it 2ppeared againſt the Priſoners at the Bar, that cuning- 
ly and ſaubtily to. manage this horrid Conſpiracy, they had 
hired a Smack, or {mall Yeſſcl called the 7 komas and Elizabeth 
for thzir ſecrer Conveyance into Fr«ace, and therenphn in 
order to that paſſage, they toox Water in a Skuller at Swrry- 
fairs,ard fo went on board theSmack which lay atAncorin the, 
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River againft the: Tower,and immediately ſet ſazl down the Ri- 
ver, till they eſpied the George Frigate, 4 Ship of War lying in 
Long-Reach, then they deſired (for their berter ſecurity ) che 
Malter of the Smack,to hide them under the Quarter Hatches, 
which accordingly he co::fented to, and did, and fo to prevent 
their being ſeen by any that might happento come oa board ; 
and there they continued a conſiderable time, till they had no- 
tice given them ihe danger was over, but they had not long 
fil:d ere coming in fight of Graves-ezd. and feari-gto bc 
ſtoped at the 5/ock-Hon/e,'in the way, and the ſearch of the 
Smack, they 2gaiu hid themſelves, but had not paſſed that 
Town far, e're Capt. 5:4op came on board them, giving out he 
came to preſs the two men, the Maſter had aboard hin as his 
Aſſiſtance, but as it appeared by the ſequel, hz came in ſ.ar-ch 
of ſuſpicious Perſons, when afcer ſore narrow Scrutiny he 
fornd the P5iſoners Lying along underthe Hatches, ard bing 
haled up, he ſearched them, and found a Pacquet of Ireafon- 
able Papers in Mr, Aſhrons Boſom, and thereupon with a good 
guard he carryed the Perſons there found, who were the Prit- 
oners,together with the Papers, before the Right Honourable 
the Earl of Nortingham, Secretary of State, in order to their 
Examination, who Examined the Papers, and aftcrwards they 
being Examined by the Cabinet Council, the priſoners were 
coinmirted in ſafe Cuſtody to the Tower, the Lord Preſton 
whoſe Tryal took up almoſt the whole day, he having all the 
fair hearing immaginable, urgmg many things, and asKking 
divers queſtions, but the proof being plain and poſlitive, and 
the Letters which took up a great dcal of time in Reading, 
being adjudged by the Court, to import no leſs than High- 
Treaſon, ſo that nothing Materially being offcred in his de- 
fence, he ras found guilty of High- Treaſon. 

On Monday Mr. John Aſhton was tryed,and the proof againſt 
him being to the ſame purpoſe, and though he offered divers 
Ex m his own defence, being poſitive, and he producing 
nothing material againft it, was, as the former, found guilty 
of High Treaſon ; and in the cloſe of the Seſſions, they re- 
ecived Sentence, to be Drawn, Hang*d aud Quartered, as + 
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caſe of 4igh-Treaſon the Sentence in that Caſe being very 
terrible, viz; Tow ſhall go tothe place from whence you care, 
from thence to be drawn on a Hurdle ro the plzee of Execution, 
arid there to be hang*d up by the Neck, but not till dead, but 
being cut down alive, your Privy Members ſnall be cut off, ans 
your Bowels taken out ard burnt before your Face 5; then your 


Head to be ſevered from your Body, and your Brdy to be atvi- 


ded into Four quarters. A Sentence that would ſtartle” one : 
Yet this is the Reward of Treaſen, and with which often 
the Traytors meet ; as many {2d examples have manifeſted 
even in a few years paſt. 

Theſe perſons thus receiving Sentence, were commanded 
to prepare for and expeCt the fatal day : Put Edmind Elior 
was not tryed, but continued tili further order. And we 
hear ſome ſupplications have been made to' Her Majeſty, 
ſince the King's departure for Holland, eſpecially for the 
Lord Pre#on's Life, but what effe& they have had on the 
Royal Grudncfs we are yet to learn,-and could heattily 
wiſh any Gentleman a Fetter fate, than by. his Raſhneſs 
he ſhould fo entangle. his Life, as to ſtand jn need to beg 
it. 

As for Mr. Aſaton, he continued in Newgate till Wedneſ- 
aay the 28th. of Janwary, and then the Sheriffs Officers 
conveyed him to Tb»rr, he Faving the favoyr of a Coach, 
where after he had expreſſed many ſigns of ſorrow for 
what he had done, and prayed, &c. the Executioner did 
his Office ; 2nd ſo he ended his days by an untimely 


We might irſtance others that are in trouble upon the 
like cccaſicns, and leave the further progreſs of the matter 
to Time, and proceed to let reſtleſs men know, That the 


Arm of Feaven has bcen wonderfully viſible in proteQing; 


this Kingdem ever ſince the Reformaticn : For ' in the 
Reign of the glorirns © neen El:zab{th, reither the Pope's 
Bul's, his Curſes, nor his bloody Emiſſeries and Afſoſiines, 
cculd not prevail to hurt her , but they were ſucceſsleſs in 

| their 


AF 


"of thera were execu 


x27 when 


don F-was: pr te 

mod; utterly fraſtrated, turning, 
2G So. that many. were 
F The ext ;Reign-the Diſturs 
ſly, to. uatimely ends, 'or ta 
- And pray. what got the Pa» 
+69; in. King Charles the j'Se- - 
fry lace King, they began proyd- 

wang-to themſelves the fup- 
ACHEon an rings: in- 4 


| ls = 
gnorantly. blind, may perceive _ the Genite of. 


ion Nation; on, or rather the Hand of Heaven, fighting againſt ' 


them, as it fought rw hgh in the Reniohs to his 
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